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lost; and next morning he gave orders to assault the walls. He addressed
his soldiers and assured them of success ; Neptune, he said, had appeared to
him in a dream, and promised to fight with the Romans. The men advanced
gallantly t'i the escalade, confidant in their young general. But the walls
were high and strong ; the garrison made a stout defence ; and before noon
Scipio called off his soldiers. But he did not give up his enterprise. In the
afternoon, he was informed, the water in the lagoon would be very low, in
consequence of a fall in the tide assisted by a strong wind. He therefore
picked out five hundred men, who were ordered to take a number of scaling-
ladders and dash through the water so as to mount the walls unobserved,
while tLe main body of the army made a feigned
attack by the neck of land. Thus Neptune would
fulfil his promise.

The device succeeded completely. The garrison
had retired to their noonday's sleep, and while they
were hurrying to repel the feigned attack, the five
hundred got into the town unopposed, and lushing
to the main entrance threw open the gates, Scipio,
with a chosen detachment, pushed on to the citadel,
into which the garrison had fled; and the com-
mandant surrendered at discretion. .AH pillaging
and slaughter were now stopped; aud at the close of
the day the young general found himself mpster of
this important city, with a very large treasure* and
an immense supply of stores.

The Carthaginian rule was no longer beloved in
Spair, and Scipio turned this disposition to his own
advantage with admirable dexterity. He set iree all
the j'ostage? retained by the Carthaginians, as well as
all of Spanish blood who had been taken prisoners in
the city. Among these hostages was the'wife of
Mandonius, brother of Indibifis, a powerful chief
who had tonnerly been the friend of Carthage, and
the daughters of Indibilis himself. Ho dent them
honie wich as much care as if thsy had bc-eu his own
kinswomen, although Indibilis and Mandonius had
been actively engaged against his unfortunate father
and uncle. Then the soldiers brought him a
beautiful girl, whom they Lad reserved as a special
gift for their youthful commander. But Scipio
observing her tears, inquired inio her condition; and finding she was the b*-
trothed ol Allucius, a young Celtiberian chief, he sent.for the youth, and
restored his brlcte unharmed, without ransom or condition. This generous
conduct was not without its reward. The Spaniards, quick in feeling and
romantic in disposition, regarded the young conqueror as a hero sent to deliver
them from the yoke of Carthage. His noble bearing, his personal beauty,
confirmed the favourable impressions caused by his conduct to the hostages;
and when he advanced next year into Celtiberia, he was welcomed by Indibilis
and Mandonius at the head of their vassals. Soon after, a deputation of
Spaniards came to him with entreaties to becomo their king. But Scipio
courteously declined the offer, informing them that he was but the general of
the Roman people, in whose ears the name of king was a byword and a
reproach.
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